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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


ww Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





























Christmas Manger Set 
RING the true spirit of Christmas 


into your home with this beautiful 
Christmas crib. It is made of heavy, dur- 


able cardboard, printed in full color proc- 
ess with glossy finish. When displayed, 
Crib is 27 inches wide by 12 inches high. 
Set includes 17 pieces, packed in a color- 


ful box. Price: $1.65 Postpaid. 
Order From: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics: 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


Thomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 














Gabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Premiums for November 


For New and Renewal Subscriptions to 
‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For ONE Subscription 


Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel — Hand-stitched brown 
scapular. OR: — 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed bookmarks, 
with encouraging verses and spiritual thoughts, suitable for enclosing 
in letters. OR: — 

Booklet — “Assist the Souls in Purgatory,” or ‘“Indulgenced 
Prayers and Aspirations.’’ — See description on cover. 


For TWO Subscriptions 

“Thoughts on Purgatory” — Reflections for every day of the month 
of November, Mass prayers, litany, novena, rosary of the poor souls 
and other suitable devotions for the departed. Small prayer book size, 
224 pages. OR: — 

Artistic Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His 
Holiness, lithographed in contrasting colors and mounted on a red back- 
ing. 10x13 inches. 

For FIVE Subscriptions 

Ebony Crucifix — A light-weight ebony Crucifix with beveled edges. 
7% inches long; blessed with papal indulgences, indulgences for the 
dying and the Way of the Cross. OR: — 

Saints Series — Eight devotional booklets on favorite saints — 
St. Joseph, St. Jude and St. Rita, St. Benedict, St. Anthony, St. Anne, 
St. Gertrude and St. Therese. 


For SIX Subscriptions 

“A Priest after God’s Own Heart’? — An ascetical manual for 
priests, neatly bound in black cloth, with red edges and gilt title. Ap- 
propriate as a remembrance at an ordination or anniversary; as a Christ- 
mas gift or other special occasion. OR: — 

“Confession, Direction and Particular Examen for Religious’? — 
Practical notes on frequent confession, the daily particular examen, 
spiritual direction and striving for perfection, intended especially for 


religious. 
For TEN Subscriptions 
Christmas Manger Set — See description on the opposite cover. 


Please Mention Choice of Premium. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 














Vol. 42 November, 1946 No. 7 
We Have the Saints As Witnesses 
ete the 
Dis the Blessed Trinity she adores, the Church of Christ 
is triune: — glorious in heaven, militant on earth, and 


ff sotesn in purgatory. In setting aside All Saints’ Day 
\ for the veneration of her glorious members in heaven, 
the Church calls upon her militant children in every 
land to raise their hearts on high and to give thanks 
to God for the innumerable host — the “magna turba” He has saved 
with His Blood from all tribes and tongues and nations; she seeks to 
bring them to a vivid realization of the bond of union which exists 
between them and the blessed spirits of heaven; and she asks the 
intercession of the saints for the graces and strength necessary for each 
of her “fighting” children to follow the path which these blessed ones 
have so triumphantly trod. 

Who are the saints we honor on this day? They are the friends 
of God who in every rank and condition of life have triumphed over 
the evil within themselves, and over the devil and his temptations; who, 
turning a deaf ear to the siren song of the world, fought the good 
fight to the end, and so obtained the reward of an imperishable crown 
promised to those who love God. Among that “great multitude which 
no man can number” are apostles and martyrs, confessors, virgins, and 
penitents, pontiffs and priests, and a vast throng gathered from the 
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highest and humblest walks of life — God’s hidden saints of whom 
the world knows nothing. 

The lesson of All Saints’ Day for the members of the Church on 
earth is one of consolation and inspiration. Because the lives of so 
many saints are examples of the heroic, some people get the impression 
that it is impossible for ordinary people in the world to become saints. 
Nothing is farther from the truth. Every follower of Christ is called 
to sanctification and perfection: — “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification” (1 Thess. iv. 3). The saints were just as human as 
we ourselves are. They all had their own individual characteristics 
and natural dispositions; they had their weaknesses, their temptations, 
their foibles, their likes and dislikes. They even resisted at times the 
Divine hand which moulded them. Many of them built a superstructure 
of sanctity upon a life of sin and shame. But we can say, without fear 
of contradiction, that the saints were each endowed with a strong will. 
They were generally of keen intellect and always of sound sense; above 
all, they were tireless in their efforts, persevering where ordinary men 
would have failed. Many of them were gifted with humor, which, 
while it did not lessen the earnestness of their strivings towards God, 
softened some of the asperities of the road, helped them in uncongenial 
circumstances, and made it easier for them in dealing with others. 
Sanctity does not blot out these natural gifts. It is an axiom of theology 
that “Grace supposes nature.” ‘The supernatural is always built upon 
the natural. When God has some extraordinary mission in store for 
some person, He nearly always bestows upon that person natural gifts 
which create in him a special aptitude for the work. “To put it 
simply,” writes a spiritual author, “faith, hope and charity are the 
great springs of action in the lives of the saints. Catholic theology 
teaches that these three virtues come from God, but it also teaches that 
they need the co-operation of the natural virtues. The Doctors of 
the Church... call them cardinal or fundamental virtues — fortitude 
or strength of soul, temperance and justice.” 

The saints were entirely human in every respect. The character- 
istics common to their race are often seen strongly in them, St. 
Catherine of Siena exhibited the loving disposition which was proverbi- 
ally the birthright of the Sienese. She loved nature, flowers, scenery, 
the soft skies of Siena. We are told that she delighted in sending her 
friends bunches of flowers gathered with her own hands. She fondled 
and kissed the little children and at times displayed striking marks of 
affection and tenderness. St. Teresa, on the other hand, evidenced her 
Spanish blood and the military instinct of her ancestors. She was a 
strong-minded, a “valiant” woman, and was proud of being a woman. 
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She urged all to follow Christ’s footsteps with “manly courage.” She 
was naturally proud, shrewd, loving and attractive. 

The saints had many temptations in their lives. Not all preserved 
their baptismal innocence like St. Aloysius. St. Mary Magdalen, St. 
Mary of Egypt, St. Afra, St. Margaret of Cortona were at one time 
public sinners. St. Paul was first a persecutor, and St. Augustine a 
heretic and libertine. St. Francis Borgia had an immoderate !ove for 
wine. Many of the saints battled with fiery passions. St. Francis 
de Sales was by nature extremely passionate, but so far did he subdue 
his violent temper that he became the “meekest of men.” St. Vincent 
de Paul was also quick-tempered. We read that St. Bernard, the 
future abbot of Citeaux, in order to get rid of a temptation caused 
by a single glance, threw himself into an icy pond and stayed there 
till the ardor of his passion had cooled. St. Benedict rolled himself 
in brambles and thorns for the same purpose. 

The saints also had weaknesses and peculiar likes and dislikes 
which cannot help but endear them to us because they show us how 
“human” they were. St. Ignatius of Loyola delighted in music to 
such a degree that under its spell he became unconscious of pain. 
St. Francis of Assisi delighted in flowers; he loved fishes and. birds 
_and nature in all its aspects. St. Philip Neri was devoted to an old 
cat and took the best care of it. The same saint likewise could never 
bring himself to drink out of any but his own particular glass. St. 
Augustine insisted on eating with a silver spoon. 

The saints became saints by overriding the passions and tempta- 
tions to which they were subject. They built their sanctity upon their 
natural dispositions and gifts, and retained some of their characteristics 
and weaknesses to which their nature was subject to the very end of 
their lives. In heaven they are now enjoying the eternal reward of 
their efforts to live according to the teaching and example of the Savior 
in whatever state of life they found themselves. These saints are a 
“cloud of witnesses over us” (Heb. xii. 1), proving that it is within 
our ability to lead holy lives and reach sanctity even as they have done. 

The Divine life is always within the Church. With Christ, her 
Head, she draws countless souls to herself. Those that are sickly 
she heals through her channels of grace, the sacraments. With the 
sap of the Divine life from Christ the Vine, she nourishes the branches 
of the whole Mystical Body and vivifies every member. The union of 
the faithful in Christ’s Mystical Body is beautifully shown in the feast 
of All Saints and that of All Souls which follows immediately after. 
The living reality of the Communion of Saints shines forth in luminous 
beauty in these feasts. The members of the Church Militant honor 
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and love the glorious members in the Church Triumphant in heaven 
at all times of the year, but especially so on the feast of All Saints. 
Nor do they forget the members of the Mystical Body who are being 
purified in purgatory. Through that same wonderful union of the 
Communion of Saints, they help alleviate the sufferings of these faith- 
ful souls and by their suffrages enable a countless number to take 
their places in the Church Triumphant in heaven. 

Let us therefore lift up our hearts with great hope. We, too, share 
in the treasures entrusted to the Church at large. All the members of 
the Church are joined together in one Body, and salvation and sancti- 
fication are thereby made easier for us. Co-operating with God’s grace, 
helped by the intercession of the saints and by the example and good 
offices of the faithful here on earth, we too, can arrive at the goal of 
sanctity. Not selfishly, but by the exchange of our prayers and spirit- 
ual goods, by striving manfully, we, too, can run the course of our life 
so as to attain the prize. 


eal 


Gad’s Pccilidenar and p aurgatory 


tet te 


HE re-occurrence of All Souls’ Day and of the month 
set apart for special devotion to the holy souls in pur- 
j gatory is a reminder to us all of our obligations towards 
‘1 the departed members of the Mystical Body of Christ. 
In a thousand ways in the ordinary course of Providence, 
and also in the great economy of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, God has put Himself and the execution of 
the designs of His love into the hands of us His children. In a very 
great measure, indeed, has He done this in the execution of the counsels 
of His mercy with regard to the suffering souls in purgatory. He could 
feed the hungry and clothe the naked upon earth by the ministry of 
His angels if He wished, but He has entrusted that, in His ordinary 
Providence, to human charity. In the same way, He is not precluded 
from pardoning as He pleases the suffering souls who are so dear to 
Him, still less from hearing in their behalf the prayers of His Blessed 
Mother, or the saints, or the guardian angels, or others, but in a great 





measure He has left them in the wisdom of His charity to the good . 


offices of the children of the Church on earth, who are in their turn 
some day to take their places as sufferers in that blessed prison. 
As God is infinite in everything, in wisdom, in mercy, in justice, 
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in power, so He is unbounded in His gratitude and He will repay a 
thousand and a thousandfold the charity which He thus puts it in 
cur power to practice. For this charity rejoices so intensely His own 
Heart, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, His Blessed Mother and the saints 
and angels, and adds so much to the glories and joys of heaven. He 
has given us the opportunity to practice this charity for the very pur- 
pose that it may flow back again upon ourselves, according to the laws 
of His eternal kingdom, in over-abundant streams according to our 
needs, like that measure heaped up and pressed together and running 
over, which Our Lord speaks of in the Gospel. (Luke vi. 38.) 


In one sense, it is true, we may say that God’s time for delivering 
these holy souls has not yet come, but in another sense, He has made 
it depend on us whether that time has come or not. The thought that 
the time has not come for His justice to set them free without the 
help of His children involves and contains the other thought that the 
time for our exertions, which He so much desires, has already come. 
If we will but enter into the counsels of His love, His justice can be 
satisfied by our charity as well as by their sufferings, and it is more 
for His glory that the satisfaction should be made in the first way than 
in the other. At the wedding-feast of Cana Our Lord’s time had not 
come, but Mary’s time had come; and so in regard to the holy souls, 
our time for delivering them has come, and is always present as long 
as their sufferings endure and as long as we have the power to lighten 
and shorten them. 


A Bountiful Reward for Our Charity 


. If we manifest charity towards these suffering friends of God, 
we may reckon on the bountiful goodness and graciousness of our 
Blessed Lord, whose part, as it were, we take when we aid in the puri- 
fication of these holy prisoners, We may also look for an especial 
blessing and asistance from His own royal Mother, the Queen of 
purgatory. We may expect that their patron saints, and indeed the 
whole company of the blessed, will assist us in keeping our own souls 
free from stain, or in getting rid of any stains which may now infect 
them. And we may also expect the intense and burning gratitude of 
the holy souls themselves — a gratitude to be measured by their sense 
of the awful holiness of God and of the severity of His judgments. 

All Catholics, by God’s mercy, know what it is to honor the 
saints, and very few, indeed, can be found who have not experienced 
the tenderness of the charity of these heavenly intercessors and the 
greatness of their power. A great, thorough, intelligent and familiar 
devotion to any one of them is a rare gift, which produces untold 
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benefits to the soul. Yet, although the saints of God in heaven are 
so full of charity and so powerful in His kingdom as to appear almost 
to share His almightiness, they are in a certain way fettered as to their 
exercise of supplicatory prayer in favor of the holy souls in purgatory 
because of their inability to use that power which is the most direct 
way of relieving these holy sufferers, namely the power of making 
satisfaction for them. What the saints in heaven cannot do for the 
holy souls in the way of sanctification, which is their most direct need, 
that the Church on earth alone has the power of doing. Much as the 
saints and angels can do for them, still the official duty of liberation, 
if we may so speak, rests upon the Church Militant rather than on the 
Church Triumphant. And the time during which the holy souls can 
be helped by us so efficiently, as well as with such wonderful benefit 
to ourselves, is just the short time of our life here on earth while we 
are in the possession of the means of grace and merit. This is the 
arrangement of God’s Divine Providence, and, since it is so, it is a 
great and urgent reason for us to exert ourselves in their behalf. Let 
us resolve, therefore, with renewed zeal during this month set apart 
for the succor of the holy souls, to do something every day towards 
the relief of these suffering members of the Mystical Body. Then when 
our turn comes to take our place among them, we may hope to reap 
the reward of our charity in having others hasten to our assistance. 


Ai Source of Help and Consolation to the Living 
and the Dead 


$O3- 


| Y THE very fact that religious are in a special way con- 
secrated to God, their prayers are held to be of special 
eficacy. Moreover, because they have vowed to strive 
for the highest perfection, and: seek to advance daily 
in the love of God, God is more inclined to hear their 
prayers than those of others who are less earnest in 
their endeavors to attain intimacy with Him. St. John 
Chrysostom applies various texts of Holy Scripture to prove how power- 
ful are the prayers of religious in obtaining graces from God. Among 
these are the words of the Psalmist: “The ears of the Lord are open 
unto the prayers of the righteous” (Ps. xxxiii. 16), and the words of 
our Divine Savior who promises: “If two of you shall agree on earth 
about anything at all for which they ask, it shall be done for them by 
My Father in heaven” (Matt. xviii. 19). 
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Prayers More Precious than Gold 


In confirmation of the belief that the prayers of religious are of 
special efficacy, an interesting miracle is recorded in the chronicles of 
an ancient Carthusian monastery. A person of high rank and great 
wealth had passed away, to the deep grief of his devoted son, who, in 
his zeal to hasten the eternal happiness of his beloved father, took the 
body to the Carthusian monastery and had it solemnly buried near 
the church. Then, making the Prior a handsome donation, he begged 
the prayers of the community for the repose of his father’s soul. The 
Prior, in gratitude to the generous benefactor, called the monks to- 
gether and requested them to pray for the soul of the servant of God 
lately buried. At once all the religious repaired to the choir and 
chanted aloud as with one voice the words: “Requiescat in pace!”, 
to which the Prior responded, “Amen!” Then, making a profound 
inclination, each left to return in silence to his cell. 


Seeing this, the benefactor, struck with surprise and displeasure 
that for such a large donation only a single “Requiescat in pace” had 
been offered for the soul of his father, determined to speak to the 
Prior. “Is it then your custom, Father, to say only one such short 
prayer when great alms are given?” he asked, The enlightened su- 
perior, somewhat surprised at the question, replied: “Perhaps, my 
lord, you would wish to weigh your gold against our prayers?” “Oh, 
not for a moment would I compare one to the other,” replied the bene- 
factor, “but it does indeed seem to me that three simple words are hardly 
an equivalent to the alms I have given.” 

Thereupon the Prior sent for one of the religious and commanded 
him to go to the cells of the others and have each write the words 
“Requiescat in pace” on a small piece of paper and bring it to him 
at once. At the same time he told a lay-brother to fetch a scales, and 
when it was brought he placed the goodly quantity of gold upon one 
side of the balance. Immediately the metal weighed that side of the 
scales to the table. The other religious having in the meantime-also 
returned with the slips of paper upon which the monks had written 
their “Requiescat in pace,” the Prior, with a swift ejaculatory prayer 
for Divine aid, placed the slips on the other side of the scales. To 
the astonishment of those present, the side containing the heap of gold 
flew up as though it were as light as a feather, whilst the scraps of 
paper with the monks’ prayer weighed down the scale completely. 
At the sight of this wonder, all devoutly knelt and praiged God. The’ 
news of this occurrence quickly spread, to the great increase of faith 
in the prayers of religious communities. 
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Che Association of Perpetual Adoration 


—$-0@0-4— 
& T the death of a loved relative or friend, in the time of sick- 


ness, trial and temptation, yes, even in the daily struggle to live 

a good Christian life, there is no consolation greater than 
that of being remembered in the prayers of religious, or of knowing 
that those near and dear are being so remembered. 

You can secure for yourself and your dear ones (both living and 
dead) a perpetual remembrance in the prayers of four communities 
of religious by having yourself and them enrolled in the Association 
of Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament established in 
our Congregation. Those so enrolled participate in the following 
spiritual benefits :— 

1. Unceasing adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed in each of our chapels of Perpetual Adoration at 
Clyde, Missouri; Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; and 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

2. The holy Sacrifice of the Mass, daily celebrated in 
each chapel, assisted at by the Sisters in behalf of the mem- 
bers of the Association. 

3. A daily remembrance in the Holy Communion of 
over 250 Sisters. 

4. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament given twice 
daily in each Adoration Chapel. 


A certificate lising these benefits is issued for each person. 
Privileged Membership 

In addition to sharing in the above benefits, those enrolled as 
privileged members share in the canonical Hours of the Divine Office, 
the official prayer of the Church daily chanted in each chapel, and 
they participate in one or more special Masses offered for them daily, 
as well as in the daily Rosary and numerous other good works of the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. The names of those en- 
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rolled as privileged members are inscribed in the Golden Book, an 
attractive volume always kept near the altar of exposition, and they 
receive a beautiful certificate, lithographed in delicate colors, suitable 
for framing. 


How to Become a Member 


1. The name of the person to be enrolled must be in- 
scribed in the register of the Association at the Motherhouse, 
at Clyde, Missouri. 

2. For simple memberships, an offering of one dollar is 
made in the name of the person enrolled for the maintenance 
of the Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration. 

3. For privileged memberships, an offering of ten 
dollars is made toward the maintenance of the Perpetual 
Adoration. 

Both living and deceased persons may be enrolled under 
the above conditions. 

All enrollments are perpetual, and need never be re- 
newed, benefiting the individual throughout life and as long 
after death as the soul may be in need of assistance. 


You can help your dear departed by having them enrolled in 
the Association of Perpetual Adoration. You can rejoice your loved 
ones on earth and show how much you cherish them by a membership 
gift on such occasions as a birthday, a wedding, an anniversary, Christ- 
mas, etc. The following testimonials show how much such a gift is 
appreciated :— 

I enclose $1.00 for which I wish you to enter the name N. as a 
participant in your prayers. Please send her the certificate in time 
for Christmas. Someone put in my name and it has now solved one 
of my present Christmas problems. (Ohio) 

The two certificates of perpetual membership which I gave as 
Christmas gifts were appreciated more than I can ever tell you. 

(Massachusetts) 

My dad wants tg, give my dear departed mother a Christmas gift 
by having her enrolled in the Association of Perpetual Adoration. She 
died October 28. ’ (Ohio) 

I give these memberships when possible for birthday and Christmas 
gifts; truly it is the best gift one could hope to receive — next to the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass. (Louisiana) 

I know of no more perfect Christmas gift than this membership to 


show my gratitude to these friends for their kindnesses to me. 
(California) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Gertrude, the Great 

With this sketch of the life of St. Gertrude, whose feast is celebrated on 
November 17 in the Benedictine Order (November 15 in the Roman calendar) 
we begin a series of lives of virgins who attained to high sanctity by following 
the holy Rule of St. Benedict. Although these lives were spent in the cloister, 
their example will be an inspiration to people in all walks of life and an en- 
couragement to serve God with ever greater love and fidelity. Particularly 
is this so of the life of St. Gertrude, who was favored with revelations of the 
Sacred Heart which are intended for the sanctification of all Christians. 

et a oe 
AINT GERTRUDE, distinguished among al] the female 
saints by the title of “the Great,” was born on the feast 
of the Epiphany, 1256, somewhere in Germany (the exact 
place is not known, as her parentage and birth are shroud- 
ed in obscurity). Before beginning to give an account 
of her life, it may be well to say at the outset that we 
shall look in vain for great or striking actions according to the ideas 
of the world. Gertrude was essentially a contemplative saint, leading 
exteriorly a hidden, ordinary life — the perfect type of a Benedictine 
nun; and her claim to the title of “Great” rests, not on the opinion of 
men, but on the words of Our Lord Himself. He made known to 
St. Mechtilde that, after the Blessed Sacrament, there was no dwelling 
so pleasing to Him as the heart of Gertrude; and in the Office of her 
feast we read that “Christ was wont to speak to His beloved Gertrude 
face to face as a man is accustomed to speak to his friend.” 

Perhaps a simple record of God’s dealings with this chosen soul 
will be an efficient answer to that oft-repeated question, “What is the 
use of an enclosed nun?” Those who work among the sick and poor 
are justly appreciated and admired; but that people should go and 
shut themselves up and, as is supposed, do no good to any one else, 
passes the understanding of the majority in our matter-of-fact age. 
The practical development of such an idea would lead men to con- 
clude that the time passed in praising and worshipping God is time 
wasted, or, at least, time spent in a less useful manner and less pleasing 
to God Himself than that occupied in active works of charity. Yet we 
read in the Holy Scripture that the Cherubim and Seraphim, the highest 
and most perfect of all God’s creatures, are continually standing before 
His throne and crying out, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts!” 
The contemplative Orders have been called by spiritual writers the 
“angels of the earth,” as their great duty and occupation is the unceas- 
ing praise and worship of their Creator. This praise is the end for 
which all men were created, and will be the everlasting occupation of 
all who are saved; bit it is only given to a chosen few to begin, even 
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in this world, to live the life that the Blessed lead in heaven. 

Again, the duty of a contemplative religious is to keep our Divine 
Lord company in the Sacrament of His Love, to console Him for the 
ingratitude of some and to make reparation for the malice of others. 
The Blessed Sacrament must ever be the center of her cloister home, 
the magnet of her heart; here at least It can suffer no neglect, no for- 
getfulness, for even when engaged with her daily duties she leaves her 
heart at her Lord’s feet. And, lastly, besides repairing, as far as in 
her lies, the sins of a guilty world by prayer and penance, she js ever 
supplicating, interceding, drawing down from heaven that dew of Divine 
grace and infinite mercy which, softening the hardest heart, leads the 
sinner repentant to the feet of the missioner, the prodigal to his father. 

How perfectly Gertrude fulfilled these three duties is abundantly 
proved even in the few details that remain to us of her life, and by 
Our Lord’s words concerning her — that He could refuse nothing to 
her prayers. From her earliest childhood she gave signs of her future 
sanctity, and from the moment reason began to dawn in her infant 
mind the Holy Spirit seems to have constituted Himself her only 
Guide, so taking possession of her heart and affections that at five 
years of age she had already determined to consecrate herself to Christ 
as His spouse. At that tender age she entered the alumnate of the 
Benedictine monastery of Helfta, a child indeed in years, but with 
a mind already far advanced in the knowledge of God. 

This house had been founded some years before Gertrude’s birth 
by Burchard, Count of Mansfield, at Rodersdorf, from where the com- 
munity afterwards removed to Helfta. At the time of her entrance the 
monastery was governed by the Abbess Gertrude of Hackeborn, who, 
on account of her great virtue, was unanimously elected in 1251, at 
the age of nineteen, to succeed the first Abbess Cunegonde. She 
governed the monastery forty years. The monks of Solesmes have 
proved very clearly that our St. Gertrude the Great was never an abbess, 
as had hitherto been commonly supposed. In the course of time the 
names of the two Gertrudes had become confounded, and St. Gertrude 
was erroneously believed to have been abbess and sister to St. Mech- 
tilde; whereas St. Mechtilde was in reality sister-to the Abbess Gertrude 
of Hackeborn. 

St. Gertrude gives a vivid picture of the virtues of her Abbess, and 
of the love with which she inspired all who came in contact with her. 
She says, “I do not think that throughout the world one could be 
found endowed with more abundant gifts of nature and grace; and, 
though she received into the monastery and trained over a hundred 
persons, I never heard any one of them say that they had more affection 
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for another than for their Abbess; even the little children were as 
tenderly attached to her as to their own mothers.” 

It was to this loving and tender mother that Gertrude was entrusted 
and we shall see in the course of this history how the child profited 
by her counsels and instructions. It soon became evident that she was 
destined to serve as an example to the other children, and as an object 
of veneration to the nuns. As she advanced in years, she practiced 
a continual remembrance of the presence of God, together with care- 
ful self-examination in order to discover whether any of her actions 
fell short of her desire to please Him. This practice inclined her to 
silence and solitude, so that before she was bound to the Rule she 
kept it faithfully. 

By nature Gertrude was mild and obliging, and to this she joined 
a certain gravity of manner which secured for her the respect and 
reverence of her companions, while her sweetness attracted their love. 
Having passed through the novitiate, and bound herself by the vows of 
religion, she began to manifest an extraordinary affection for study, 
and a mind so well adapted to the acquisition of knowledge that her 
Superiors thought well to allow her to study Latin thoroughly and 
also to begin the study of philosophy. She was even permitted to pass 
to that of theology, in which she became so proficient that she was 
considered the oracle of her age. Nevertheless, although this life of 
study was ip itself most useful and was pursued with the approbation 
of her Superiors, it proved, in her case, an obstacle to grace and a 
hindrance to her spiritual advancement. The sensible delight which 
she took in her studies usurped the place of that which she had formerly 
experienced in prayer, and she even went so far as to shorten the 
time given to this holy exercise in order to devote herself more to her 
books. 

This slight infidelity tarnished the purity of her soul; and her 
Divine Spouse, who deigned to be jealous of her perfection, opened 
her eyes to her fault and manifested to her the pride and curiosity to 
which she had secretly yielded, under a frightful form which He im- 
pressed on her imagination, causing her an intense agony at the sight 
of the time that she had thus misspent in the indulgence of self-gratifi- 
cation. This sorrow was so great that nothing could have consoled 
her, had not Our Lord come Himself to forgive her and restore her 
peace of mind. This He did after Compline on the feast of the Puri- 
fication of Our Blessed Lady. Gertrude was walking through the dor- 
mitory when, on meeting one of the religious, she bowed her head. 
according to the Rule, and at the same time saw Our Lord standing 
before her. He appeared to be about sixteen years of age, and was so 
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beautiful that she was ravished at the sight. He took her hand and 
told her that He wished her to banish all sadness from her heart, for 
He forgave her all her past infidelities, and would treat her in the 
future as His spouse. Gertrude was twenty-five years old when she 
received this favor in 1281. She afterwards acknowledged that from 
that moment she never lost the sense of the Presence of God, and that 
she always found Him in the innermost depths of her heart. She 
did not speak thus to glorify herself, nor to attribute to her own merits 
what she knew she owed entirely to the mercy of God, but she desired 
to make it known that all glory might be given to Him. She poured 
forth her thanksgiving to Our Lord in the following words: “Thou 
hast never let me seek Thee in vain! Whenever I return to Thee, 
from the distractions of creatures, | find Thee waiting for me in my 
heart. Only once, for eleven days, Thou didst put a cloud between 
us to hide from me the brightness of Thy Countenance, leaving me in 
a state of abandonment more bitter a thousand times than death to 
such as know what it is to lose Thee through their own fault.” 

Our Lord now began to bestow such wonderful favors on St. 
Gertrude that not only was she prompted to conceal them out of hu- 
mility, but also because she feared that being in their nature so far 
above human understanding, they would not be believed. But He 
who worked these wonders in her took upon Himself to disclose them 
to some chosen souls in the monastery, and when Gertrude discovered 
this she said to Him, “Thou art my witness, 0 my God, that I never 
communicate Thy secrets to any one; it must therefore be Thyself 
who hast made known to these others what has passed between me and 
Thee.” This intimate intercourse between her soul and God wrought 
a wonderful change in Gertrude; it effaced the images of creatures 
from her mind, and caused her to withdraw her heart from an in- 
ordinate love for knowledge in order to keep it all for God. She was 
thus raised to a state of sublime perfection, and her advancement was 
not effected in the ordinary way, by different degrees acquired succes- 
sively, but God accomplished His work in her soul by one gift of 
His grace. He thus gave her in one instant all the advantages which 
others have .only obtained after long years of penance. 

She had acquired a profound knowledge of the mysteries of God, 
partly by means of the studies she had pursued, but chiefly by the 
light of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to her in prayer. 

To be continued. 
Spiritual Vitamin for November 

I love Thee, my God, with that love wherewith Thou lovest Thy- 

self eternally. 











In the Footsteps of a Princess 
(For the Feast of the Presentation of Mary, November 21) 


-O-0-0- 


} HOUGH still but an infant in years, the time had come 
| for the Blessed Virgin Mary to perform publicly an act 
i % most pleasing to God — an act which she had made in 
4) Wexeve® the privacy of her heart from the first moment of her 
_ od Immaculate Conception — the complete surrender of 
a al herself to God. At an age when most children are just 
manifesting the awakening of intelligence, the child Mary already pos- 
sessed the plenitude of reason. In her heart of hearts she had heard 
and fully understood the whisperings of the Holy Spirit: “Hearken, 
O Daughter, and see, and incline thy ear; and forget thy people and thy 
father’s house, and the King shall greatly desire thy beauty” (Ps. xliv. 
11, 12). And without reserve or hesitation she obeyed the Divine call. 
By participation in the Divine wisdom, she clearly perceived the 
vanity of this world and made her act of complete renunciation, And 
as she eagerly ascended the temple steps, angel choirs must have ac- 
companied her, singing in rapturous chant: “How beautiful are thy 
steps, O prince’s daughter! How beautiful art thou, and how comely 
in delights!” (Cant. vii. 1, 6.) 
The feasts of our Blessed Mother Mary are all wellsprings of 
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salutary instruction; but more especially does the feast of her Presenta- 
tion in the temple offer fundamental and practical lessons to souls who 
seek to love God with all the fervor of their hearts. 

This blessed child of three years, making the complete oblation 
of herself to God, teaches us how to give ourselves to God, promptly, 
fully and irrevocably. In her footsteps, many virgins have been brought 
to the King. (Ps. xliv. 15.) Enraptured by her immaculate beauty, 
they have raised suppliant voices to her: “Draw us, O Virgin Immacu- 
late! We will run after thee in the odor of thy ointments” (Antiphon, 
Vespers of Immaculate Conception). And Mary has never denied her 
aid to generous souls who sincerely sought to follow in her footsteps. 

Yet how regretful it is that there are many who struggle against 
the call of grace, who try to argue away the insistent invitation of 
the Holy Spirit. “Ah, but it is so unnatural to abandon one’s home 
and dear ones; it is too severe a trial for my parents, especially when 
I am still so young. I will stay with them a few years longer, and 
then I can still think about entering the convent...” Not so did Mary 
reason. She understood too well that God was her first Father, her 
supreme Master, and had the first claim on her life and her services. 

Let young souls, then, who feel that God is ‘calling them to the 
priesthood or to the religious life, respond with generosity and readi- 
ness of heart, after the example of the Virgin Mary. And let them 
offer themselves in union with Mary, so that their oblation may be 
the more pleasing to God. “Behold, Lord, here I am! With Mary 
I wish to belong to Thee in time, that I may be Thine in eternity!” 

Although this feast is primarily instructive for consecrated souls, 
since the essence of its commemoration is Mary’s consecration of her- 
self to God, her complete abandonment to His holy will, it also pre- 
sents salutary lessons for Christian parents. Generously St. Joachim 
and St. Anne brought their beloved child, the gracious fruit of their 
holy longings and fervent prayers, to the temple to satisfy her desires 
and to redeem their vow. We can well imagine how poignant was the 
grief of these venerable parents in parting with their cherished daugh- 
ter, who might have been the comfort of their old age, and whose 
grace, holiness and loving obedience had so endeared her to them 
that the very thought of separation was a violent blow. But God willed 
it, and that was all that mattered. And how richly He rewarded them! 

Like Sts. Joachim and Anne, Christian parents should be desirous 
that their children be offered to God in their youth, remembering that 
they come from God and are destined to return to Him; that He in- 
tends them to participate in the everlasting joys of heaven, and not 


to be attached to the fleeting things of earth. Yet, how often are there. 
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objections advanced in Christian households of today when there is 
question of a sacerdotal or a religious vocation! Let parents, then, 
not impede the designs of God, should any of their children hear the 
whispered invitation of the Holy Spirit, “Come, follow Me!” but 
willingly surrender their offspring to Him, no matter how painful the 
sacrifice may be. To refuse to do so would be a grave responsibility, 
with perhaps dire results. And, besides, God knows well how to soothe 
aching hearts, and how to recompense a thousandfold any sacrifice 
offered for love of Him. 


Young ladies of good Catholic families who feel inclined to con- 
secrate their lives to God in the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, are invited to write for further particulars. An explanatory 
booklet, ‘“‘The Eucharistic Adorer,’’ will gladly be sent free upon re- 
quest. Kindly address inquiries to: 

Reverend Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General, 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Generosity in the Service of the Sacred Heart 
regen 


E promised some time ago to recount some more examples of 
generosity, but space has not permitted our doing so. Again we 
are hampered in this regard, so to make up for lack of numbers we cite 
just one example of what might be called “‘super-generosity.”’ The 
writer of the letters quoted is a poor woman, living in New Mexico, who 
has a family and works very hard. She wrote some weeks ago: — 
Dear Sisters, Please select two more hours of night adoration for me. 
Whatever hours and dates you give me will be fine. I'll be very glad to keep 
the two more hours of adoration with our King. Those are the most sweet and 
consoling hours I pass — the hours of night adoration. 
Later, in answer to our inquiry provoked by her letter, she wrote: 


Thanks for my new hours. Surely, my dear Sisters, I'm keeping all the 
other eleven hours too. You surely don't think I'd give up those hours when 
they are the happiest of my life! No, I didn't stop keeping them when the war 
ended because we are always at war with the most evil enemy, and you can be 
sure it is always for God's own glory and praise that I want to keep them, even 
if I want to offer reparation for others — I mean for those I love. I can at 
least do that for them and ask our dear Lord to have mercy on us all. Dear 
Sisters, can you please change the date on one of the hours you assigned me — 
the one on the 30th? I don't want to miss one hour in February. I suggest 
the 18th to 19th. 

Perhaps the example of this good woman is not entirely for imita- 
tion, but at least it should make the sacrifice of one hour’s sleep a 
month seem of slight consideration. An explanatory leaflet will gladly 
be sent to those who desire further information about this beautiful 
form of devotion to the Sacred Heart, which has been taken up by 
200,000 pecple in our country, and hundreds of thousands throughout 
the world. 
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The Happiness of Being a Benedictine Oblate 
HB-B 


IVING oneself to God and belonging to Him in 
a special way is one of the sweetest joys that can 
be tasted in this life. The Holy Spirit Himself, 
who imparts this joy, invites souls to deink from 
this fountain of celestial happiness when He 
says, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is sweet. 
Blessed is the man that hopeth in Him” (Ps. 
xxxiii. 9). And in the Introit of the Mass of the 
Immaculate Conception, Holy Church places 
this song of exultation on the lips of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, who more than any other soul tasted this joy because she 

belonged more fully to God: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my 

soul shall be joyful in my God: for He hath clothed me with the gar- 
ment of salvation, and with the robe of justice He hath covered me, as 

a bride adorned with her jewels.” 





No words can better express than these the joy that wells up and 
overflows from the heart of a virgin bride of Christ on the day of her 
consecration to Him by the holy vows of religion, or of a priestly soul 
on the day of his ordination when he becomes by the power of Almighty 
God another Christ. But this holy joy is not reserved only for those 
who make a complete dedication of their lives to God in the priesthood 
or the religious life. It flows also into the hearts of those devoted 
souls who, though living in the midst of the world and its distracting 
influences, seek to keep close to God by consecrating themselves to Him 
in so far as it is possible in their state of life. 


Let us permit one of these souls to tell us of her overflowing joy on 
being received as an Oblate of St. Benedict. Her letter was not intend- 
ed for publication, but we trust she will not object to our sharing it with 
our readers, that it may be for them as it was for us a source of edifi- 
cation, and perhaps for many also an incentive to imitation. She 
writes: — 


On last Tuesday I had the happiness of making my FINAL 
OBLATION as an Oblate of St. Benedict for Conception Abbey, Con- 
ception, Missouri. I am so HAPPY AND THRILLED about it that I 
just had to write you, but I wonder if I can half do justice to the way 
I feel and how thrilling the ceremony was for me. Father N., our 
good pastor, had the delegated authority from the Abbot of Conception, 
and he was good enough to perform the ceremony... 

I was received as an Oblate-Novice on a Tuesday last year, and it 
was providential that Father again chose a Tuesday — St. Benedict’s 
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day — for me, I went to the rectory directly from the office, so as not 
to be delayed, and had all the necessary things with me. . .Father went 
over the Manual for Oblates first so he could see just what was required; 
then he took me through the sacristy into the church. He put on the 
flood lights over the sanctuary, lit the lights illuminating the main altar 
(a very handsome one, with carved angels holding a lamb). He lighted 
four candles and brought out a chair, which he put on the top step of 
the altar on the epistle side, and laid my fountain pen, etc., on the 
gospel side. 

He put on a white surplice and stole, and then went out to the 
foot of the altar, and I followed, holding a lighted candle-in my right 
hand, and the formula of the Oblation and my handbook for Oblates 
in the left. I knelt on the floor of the sanctuary below the bottom step 
at the epistle side, and later on, after I had signed the formula, I knelt 
on the lower step of the altar. It so happened that there had been a 
big wedding in this church on Saturday, and there were still many 
vases of white flowers on the altars, which. made it seem very festive. 

Of course, to religious like yourselves this may seem rather un- 
important, and not much of a ceremony, but to me — just an ordinary 
lay-person — it was most thrilling and almost took my breath away 
with happiness. After some preliminary prayers to the Holy Ghost, 
etc., Father went up and sat on the chair facing me as I knelt at the 
foot of the altar, and proceeded to the questioning and admonition: 
‘“‘What do you seek?” he asked, and I answered, ‘“‘The mercy of God 
and brotherhood with you as an Oblate of our most holy Father Bene- 
dict.’ Then followed the ‘‘promises,’’ and then I read the final Act of 
Oblation, which I afterwards signed at the altar and which Father 
signed also at the end. I am so happy over it, I think I shall quote it 
all, if you don’t mind: 


PEACE! In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. I, N. 
N., of N., offer myself to Almighty God, to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and to our holy Father Benedict, for the Monastery of the Immacu- 
late Conception, Conception, Missouri, and I promise before God and 
all the saints the reformation of my life according to the spirit of the 
Rule of the same most holy Father Benedict, and according to the 
Statutes of the Oblates. This 10th day of September in the year 
of Our Lord, 1946. 

Uphold me, O Lord, according to Thy word, and I shall live; 
and let me not be confounded in my hope. 


Then Father said the ‘formal acceptance’ :— 


Acting in virtue of the authority given me by the Right Rev- 
erend Stephen Schappler, Abbot of the Abbey of the Immaculate 
Conception, Conception, Missouri, I, as God's representative, accept 
your oblation and admit you into union and affiliation with the monks 
of the same monastery as an Oblate and adopted daughter of our 
holy Father Benedict, and give you the privilege of sharing in the 
spiritual goods of the aforesaid monastery, and promise you eternal 
life if you persevere in your holy resolution. 
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After some concluding prayers and a final blessing, we went back 
into the sacristy and then to the rectory, where Father signed the 
Oblation certificate... Do you wonder that I was thrilled at it all? 
I am really so HAPPY that I have the joy and privilege of being an 
Oblate of St. Benedict (and it is 
for life!) that I feel as if I were 
walking on clouds, and it was 
hard to get down to earth and 
act as if nothing had happened. 

I forgot to say that I took 
the name of Gertrude, because 
of all the Benedictine saints 
she appealed to me most on ac- 
count of her devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. 

I hope I am always to have 
such happiness as an Oblate as 
I feel just now... Of course, 
I know I took on grave obliga- 
tions (though not under penal- 
ty of sin), as well as receiving 
many graces and blessings, but 
I hope to realize each day, more 
and more, what it can and must 
mean to me,.. so that eventual- 
ly I may be an Oblate whom St. 
Benedict will not be ashamed to 
own as belonging in some slight 
way to him...” 


What Is a Benedictine Oblate? 


To many who read this article, the question may occur: “What 
is a Benedictine Oblate?” As may be inferred from the foregoing, an 
Oblate of St. Benedict is a Catholic (of either sex) who by affiliation 
with some monastery of the Benedictine Order, strives to lead a more 
perfect life by ordering it, as far as circumstances will permit, accord- 
ing to the Benedictine Rule. The obligations of Oblates are not burden- 
some, nor do they bind under pain of sin. After making formal ap- 
plication for admission, the person desiring to become an Oblate is 
invested with the Scapular of St. Benedict by the Abbot of the partic- 
ular monastery of his choice, or by a priest delegated by him, and 
after one year of probation as a Novice-Oblate, is permitted to make 
the Act of Oblation. This act may in a sense be compared to religious 
profession, though it does not have the force of a vow nor bind under 
pain of sin. 

Their intimate affiliation with a monastery of the Benedictine 
Order, which the holy Founder calls the “school of the service of God,” 
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serves to stimulate the Oblates to ever greater virtue and the practice 
of good works, so that their entire life — their mode of thinking, 
speaking and acting — may become more and more conformed to 
Benedictine ideals and to that great ideal signified by their name of 
OBLATE, which means one offered, an oblation to God. They enjoy 
many spiritual benefits, and are accorded the privilege of being clothed 
in the Benedictine habit as their shroud after death. 


Mary, the Model of Oblates 

Of all souls who have consecrated themselves to the service of 
God, none have or ever could have consecrated themselves as generous- 
ly, as perfectly and as totally as did Mary, the Blessed Mother of God. 
For this reason Mary is the most sublime model of Oblates, and the 
feast of her Presentation in the Temple (November 21) has been 
chosen as the Oblates’ principal feast. On this day they are urged 
to renew their Act of Oblation, in order to strengthen their resolution 
and their good will in the service of God, and to strive ever, more 
earnestly, more joyfully and more intimately to belong to Him. Pre- 
sented to God by the pure hands of Mary, their oblation becomes in 
a special way pleasing to Him and merits for them very special graces 


and blessings. 

Anyone desiring further information regarding the Institute of 
Secular Oblates of St. Benedict may apply to: The Directress of 
Oblates, Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. Our booklet: Daily Com- 
panion for Secular Oblates of St. Benedict (15¢) explains the duties 
and privileges of Oblates, and gives the ceremonial of reception and 
other prayers and religious practices. 


_—_~_—.o a 


A Soul of Prayer 
a at °° a 

INCE her death on November 20, 1922, the cause of Sister 

Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. has been making rapid prog- 

ress. In the retirement of the cloistral enclosure at 

Veroli, Italy, this humble Benedictine lay-Sister, whose 

span of life embraced ninety-five years, gave herself up wholly to 
prayer and intimate union with God in her soul. The center of her 
life, as may be supposed, was the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar. She occupied herself constantly in 
offering up the oblation of Christ to the Heavenly Father as a propitia- 
tion for sinners; frequently she would offer His Precious Blood for 
their conversion. Her various intentions included all the needs of 
Holy Church and of souls — the Holy Father, bishops, priests, bene- 
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factors, the living and departed, those in prison, the sorrowing, and all 
the afflicted, the spread of Christ’s kingdom on earth, missions, and 
the conversion of heathen nations. It could be truly said that from 
early morning till late at night her life was a continual prayer, for 
she fulfilled in all its breadth and extent that injunction of our Savior 
that we “ought always to pray” (Luke xviii. 1).- 

Sister Mary Fortunata realized keenly her obligation, as a member 
of Christ’s Mystical Body, to serve His other members, and as a liv- 
ing branch closely united with the Divine Vine, this holy religious 
brought forth fruit in abundance. In the strictest sense of the word - 
she fulfilled the precept of St. Benedict that “nothing be preferred to 
the Work of God.” Prayer was united in an ideal way to every other 
work which she undertook, and her busy life was full of deeds of 
charity and of obedience. Her first awakening in the morning was an 
uplifting of the heart and mind to God. Her sleepless nights were 
spent in company with the Divine Master and Shepherd of souls. It 
was her custom during such times to make spiritual visits to the 
Tabernacles of the whole world and to unite herself with the Holy 
Masses then being offered. It can truly be said that prayer was the 
life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, and that her life was a prayer. 

Striking and remarkable answers were granted to prayers requested 
of her during her life, so it was but the most natural thing in the 
world that her intercession should be sought by others after her death. 
Especially were souls led to confide in her because she had promised 
that after her death, when she would be in heaven, she would continue 
to assist all who needed her aid. The many testimonials of favors 
received ever since that time give strong evidence that God has granted 
the desire of this holy religious to continue to work for souls in the 
life hereafter. 

Among the many favors reported to our convent, we relate the 
following, leaving, however, to ecclesiastical authority the decision of 
anything claimed to be of a miraculous nature: 


I wish to publish my thanks to Sister Mary Fortunata for a favor 
which I consider almost a miracle. Due to a very serious operation and 
the nervous reaction that resulted, I was unable to sleep at night. No 
medicine brought about enough relaxation to permit me to sleep any 
length of time, and most of the time I could not sleep at all. This 
condition had continued for about two weeks, when one night I got up 
to read, hoping to find help in this way. I selected from a recent 
magazine an article on Sister Fortunata which cited different thanks- 
givings from people who had received favorable replies to their prayers 
to her. There was a picture of Sister Fortunata which I cut out, and 
before it I recited three Hail Marys, asking that I get a good night’s 
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sleep through her intercession with the Infant Jesus of Prague, begging 
that in this way she would prove that God wanted her beatification. 
The Infant of Prague has always granted my requests, some of 
which seemed impossible, but this one for rest either day or night 
seemed hopeless until I did as I have just related. I had felt most 
wretched and suffered much during the preceding two weeks, but after 
I had the good fortune to read those testimonials and to pray to 
Sister Fortunata, I soon obtained sleep, and have been enjoying perfect 
sleep at night ever since. (Illinois ) 


I was on the verge of losing my home and it seemed impossible 

to avoid it, A friend of mine prayed with me to Sister Mary Fortunata. 

Thanks to the Blessed Trinity and Sister Mary Fortunata, our home 
was saved, (California) 


I sent the picture of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti to a boy in the 
hospital who had lost his right arm in the war. The doctors were 
about to amputate his right leg when the poison left it and the amputa- 
tion was not necessary. ( Massachusetts) 


I was terribly scrupulous and worried about my confession, and 
obsessed with fears about symptoms of a disease which worried me to 
distraction. I had Masses said for Sister Mary Fortunata’s beatification 
and made a novena to her. In a providential manner I went to a most 
understanding priest for confession and I feel so happy now. All symp- 
toms of the disease I feared have disappeared likewise. I am trying 
to spread the knowledge of her cause among my friends, (California) 


I am happy to tell you that Sister Fortunata has been gracious 
in granting my prayers to her. Two of my relatives were quarreling 
constantly. Matters were getting worse and worse. During a novena 
to Sister Fortunata both stopped quarreling and things have become 
bright again in their regard. 


Help was also received through the intercession of Sister Mary 
Fortunata in a serious financial matter, and this offering is a token of 
appreciation for this favor. I understand her cause for beatification 
has been started and will be grateful to have this applied to the 
furtherance of this cause. (New Jersey) 


A pocketbook containing $22.00 was stolen from my kitchen. I 
made a promise to send $5.00 towards Sister Mary Fortunata’s beati- 
fication if it was recovered. Thanks to her, detectives recovered the 
money the next day. (New Jersey) q 


Sister Mary Fortunata has already made a host of friends, all of 
whom are powerfully attracted by her hidden life of sanctity, and who 
hope to see her some day raised to the honors of the altar. May these 
few words contribute in some measure to draw other souls to reflection 
on and imitation of her beautiful virtues, and help to hasten the eleva- 
tion of the Servant of God to sainthood. 











“Upon this rock I will build 
My Church, 
and the gates of hell 


A shall not prevail against it” 
(Matt, xvi. 18). 


A 





i 4 
48 


now and Eixplain Your Catholic Fraith 


-B-B-B- 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


—B-B-B- 
Different Degrees of Suffering in Hell 

HE justice of God demands that the punishments of hell be in 
of: perfect accord with the sins of each individual, The more numer- 

ous a person’s sins and the more grievous their nature, the greater 
and more painful must be also their punishment. Hence, the pains of hell 
déffer in degree according to the guilt of each sinner and his abuse of 
grace. This holds true both of the pain of sense and the pain of loss. 

The same fire torments all the damned, but not with equal violence. 
The severity of their pains is measured by the number and gravity of 
their sins. Again, all the damned are deprived of the vision of God; 
yet the pain arising from this privation afflicts each one of the damned 
according to the measure of his guilt and according to the knowledge 
which he has of the loss of God. We cannot suppose that a person who 
has lost God for one mortal sin is as severely afflicted as another who 
has lost God for a hundred sins; or that this pain of loss is felt as 
severely by him who lived in sin for a day as by him who lived in sin 
for a year, or for a lifetime. As he who loved God most on earth shall 
enjoy Him most perfectly in heaven by the knowledge of the immense 
good which he possesses, so in like manner the damned person who 
treated God with the greatest contempt will be the most severely af- 
flicted, because he will have the most perfect knowledge of the great 
good he has lost. ‘ 

The latter will suffer a more intense hatred of God, a more vivid 
consciousness of total abandonment by the Divine goodness, a greater 
craving to satisfy his natural desire for beatitude with God, and a 
more acute sense of shame and confusion for having sought happiness 
in things opposed to God. 

But the sinner’s punishment in hell is measured not only by the 
number and kind of his sins, but also by the measure of grace which 
he received to enable him to recognize their culpability and to abhor 
them, but which he abused. Every inspiration of this kind which he 
rejected, every exhortation and illumination of grace which he rendered 
fruitless, every admonition, instruction and warning on the part of 
parents, relatives, friends, confessors, etc. which he ignored, every 
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means of salvation which he failed to use or used slovenly, will add to 
the sufferings of the reprobate in hell. 

In a similar way, those faculties and organs with which sinners 
offended God most will be the most severely tormented in hell. Also, 
the more souls a person has ruined and sent to hell, the more tormentors 
he will find there, and the greater, consequently, will be his sufferings. 

After the last judgment, there will be an accidental increase of 
punishment because then the demons will never again be permitted to 
leave the confines of hell, but will be finally imprisoned there for all 
eternity; and the reprobate souls of men will suffer new torments by 
union with their hideous bodies. 


The Reprobate Condemn Themselves to Hell 


As mentioned previously, those who are condemned to hell are con- 
demned by their own fault. No one goes to hell by accident. There 
are no victims of injustice there, protesting their innocence. It is a 
place that must be entered deliberately, for no one can make himself 
guilty of eternal punishment unless he is aware of the grievous sinful- 
ness of the act or acts he performs and deliberately commits them in 
spite of this knowledge. 

God does not create anyone for hell. It is His will that all men 
should be saved, He bestows free will and understanding on all who 
come into the world. He refuses His grace to no one. He delivered 
His only Son to a painful and ignominious death for the salvation 
of sinners. “I desire not the death of the wicked,” He says, “‘but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezech. xxxiii. 11). He never 
abandons a soul which does not abandon Him. Therefore, whoever is 
lost, is lost through his own fault. 

The damned are spiritual suicides. They have destroyed a life 
which they can never restore. They have rejected and chosen eternal 
death. They were led into this sad plight by their own pride and pre- 
sumption. ‘Before man is life and death, good and evil; that which he 
shall choose shall be given him” (Ecclus, xv. 18). 

The statement that ‘‘As we live, so shall we die’’ may be trite, 
but it is very true. Heaven or hell is but the logical continuation of the 
kind of life a person has lived here on earth. In a very real sense, every 
man decides his own destiny in eternity. The sentence that will be 
imposed on the soul at the judgment, whether for eternal happiness or 
eternal woe, will be nothing else than God’s ratification of the sen- 
tence that each one will have prepared for himself in life. Whether 
we will be saved or not depends on ourselves. If a man deliberately 
lives in rebellion against God, and dies without repenting, he con- 
demns himself to hell. If he loves God and keeps His commandments, 
and dies in these sentiments, he prepares his own sentence of ever- 
lasting bliss in heaven. 


The Doctrine of Hell Is Not a Myth 


“While our pen slips glibly over the paper,’’ writes Msgr. Vaughan, 
“hundreds and thousands of our fellow-creatures are actually ex- 
periencing those very agonies which we have so faintly attempted to 
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portray. They are learning, in all its awful naked truth, the full 
significance of that trite statement so often made, so seldom considered, 
so constantly repeated, so persistently ignored, viz,, that the least delib- 
erate venial offense is a greater evil than all the accumulated miseries 
and merely temporal misfortunes of the world.” (‘‘Thoughts for All 
Times,”’ p. 185-6.) 

Let us add to this the very practical remarks of a prominent pro- 
fessional man of our own days: “I am sitting here in my library, think- 
ing what a pity it is that some politicians, businessmen, labor leaders, 
bankers and lawyers are in hell this evening, suffering eternal pain 
forever because they spent their lives ignoring the wishes of God... 
If they could only come back from the grave and tell their friends in 
offices, at their golf clubs, at their cocktail parties, at union meetings, 
at their bridge games, and at their vices, that there really IS A HELL 
after all! That all those humorous jokes about hell fire and damna- 
tion they laughed about in life have really come true, and they curse 
God in unending agony! How they would shock their friends in reveal- 
ing that the words in the Gospels about hell are eternal truth, and that 
Christ is a terribly stern Judge when sentencing a fool who ignored 
His teachings and His Divine commands! How they would shock their 
friends to reveal that Satan caused them in life to laugh the eternal 
truths out of their hearts and minds — so that he could laugh at their 
excruciating pain through eternity!” 

Let us repeat, then, that it is the height of folly to set one’s mind 
against the existence of hell, as if denial of it could obliterate this place 
of torments. The doctrine on hell must be taken literally, with full 
force, as all the truths of God must be taken. He who does not do so 
will have a sad awakening when he crosses the threshold of eternity. 

If, then, the Church sets up beacon lights of warning along the 
shores of life, to deter souls from plunging into the abyss of hell, her 
action is not a meaningless gesture to frighten people or lead them into 
servile subjection. It is rather a profound expression of her ew. 
love and solicitude for immortal souls. ° 

The words of Moses to the chosen people of God may well be ap- 
plied to all mankind, as being addressed to them by God: “I call heaven 
and earth to witness this day, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and cursing. Choose therefore life, that both thou and thy 
seed may live: And that thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and obey 
His voice, and adhere to Him (for He is thy life, and the length of 
thy days)” (Deut. xxx. 19, 20). 


A Practical Means to Avoid Hell 


“In all thy works remember thy last end,” says Holy Scripture, 
“and thou shalt never sin” (Hcclus. vii. 40). In these words the Holy 
Spirit tells us that we should always remember death, judgment, hell, 
and heaven, which are the last things of every man. 

The frequent thought of death is a very powerful means to make 
us give up sin and lead a holy life. The remembrance of death and 
the uncertainty of the hour at which it will overtake us; the thought 
of the coffin, the grave, and the speedy corruption of our mortal body; 
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of the terrors that will afflict the soul in the last agony of death; ana 
of the fixed state of eternal happiness or eternal woe that will be 
decided at the moment of death: — these and many similar reflections. 
cannot but wean our hearts from the vain, fleeting things of earth and 
cause us to make an earnest preparation for that dread hour which may 
come upon us with little or no warning, and which will decide our: 
fate for all eternity. 

Similarly, the thought of the last judgment, if entertained fre- 
quently and seriously, cannot but have a salutary effect and prove a. 
powerful deterrent to the commission of sin. 

But the frequent remembrance of hell is for the greater part of 
mankind a more powerful incentive to give up sin and to live holy lives. 
than the remembrance of death or judgment. ‘“‘He who warms himself 
often at the fire of hell during his life,” said St. Ignatius Loyola, ‘will 
not fall into it after his death.’”’ St. Philip Neri expresses the same 
thought in these words: ‘“‘Whoever goes often to hell in the course of 
his life will keep out of it after his death.’’ St. Francis Borgia, who- 
had renounced the world to give himself entirely to God, used to 
meditate on the torments of hell as one of the most efficacious means 
for conquering the evil desires of the senses and leading the heart to- 
compunction. He was sometimes so overcome by the effects of such 
meditation as to tremble all over, and to be covered with perspiration. 


The fear of hell is a holy fear, and a gift of the Holy Ghost. This. 
salutary fear has converted countless sinners and produced number- 
less saints. It has helped Christians of all ages to overcome all diffi- 
culties and temptations in the way of salvation, and induced many of 
them to practice heroic penances and austerities. 


Lastly, the remembrance of heaven is also a most powerful means 
to induce us to give up sin, to detach ourselves from the goods and 
pleasures of this world, and to lead a heavenly life on earth. He who: 
is in the habit of looking up to heaven, to the mansions of the blessed, 
to the palace of God’s glory, the temple of His holiness and the throne: 
of His grandeur, and to reflect on the glory and happiness of Jesus 
Christ, of His Blessed Mother and all the angels and saints, and to- 
consider that he himself is destined one day to share all this grandeur 
and glory, will assuredly not barter his eternal happiness for the fleet- 
ing, sinful pleasures of this earth. 

Even the most hardened sinners have been converted from their- 
wicked ways to a penitential life by the terror of these thundering 
truths: death, judgment, hell, eternity. The preaching, the reading 
and meditating on these truths has sent numbers into the deserts,. 
monasteries and convents, there to secure their eternal salvation by a. 
holy and penitential life; and such considerations have also very fre- 
quently laid the first foundations of the most eminent sanctity. Let us, 
then, frequently attend these “schools” of salutary instruction, and’ 
ponder well these important subjects which so closely concern our’ 
everlasting welfare. ‘They will be a sovereign means to prevent an un- 
provided death; they will teach us to be always in readiness for the- 
judgment; they will keep us from-the yawning abyss of hell and bring 
us to the eternal joys of heaven. To be continued. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


swe) EAR Little Lovers — Do you ever stop to think of. the 
#2) many things the priest does for you and to consider 
how grateful you ought to be in return? When you 
were born, as you have learned from your catechism, 
the stain of original sin was upon your soul. It was 
then displeasing to the all-pure eyes of God. But very soon your 
parents took you to the church so the priest could baptize you. When 
he did so, a wonderful change immediately took place. The Holy 
Spirit drove the evil spirit from your soul and He Himself remained 
within it. He brought with Him many heavenly gifts, the gifts of 
faith, hope and charity and other virtues. He put a Divine seal or 
mark upon your soul which shows that you are a child of God and 
belong to His Holy Catholic Church. The grace of baptism thus gave 
you a claim to heaven and to all the graces you need to get there. 

When you were a little older the priest prepared you for your 
first confession, and when you made it, he pardoned the sins you had 
committed since your baptism. Many, many times since, he has again 
taken away your sins by the sacrament of penance. But more wonder- 
ful still, in Holy Communion the priest gives you the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus to nourish and strengthen you and to make you more 
and more pleasing to God and fit for heaven. If it were not for the 
priest, Jesus would not come to you in Holy Communion, He would 
not remain in the tabernacle of the church so you could visit Him. 
Oh, how grateful you should be for this wonderful gift of God given 
to you through the ministry of the priest! 

Every day the priest offers up the holy Sacrifice of the Mass to 
implore God’s graces and blessings for you and to beg God to forgive 
your sins and take away the punishment which you deserve for them. 
He often prays for you. If you are sick, he visits you, and even brings 
Jesus in Holy Communion to your very home. Yes, what wonderful 
graces you owe to the priest. All good comes to you through him, all 
happiness, all grace, every heavenly gift! 

Now, would it not be a great shame if you were not grateful for all 
that the priest does for you? Yes, indeed, you would have reason to 
feel ashamed of yourself if you did not at least sometimes pray for him 
in return. He has need of God’s grace to be always ready to help souls 
and to bring the many sacrifices which his duties require. He must 
carry the Blessed Sacrament to the sick and dying at any time of the 
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day or night, no matter how bad the weather may be, and sometimes 
even when he himself is sick. It is hard for him many times, and he 
has need of special graces. Every week he must sit many hours in a 
stuffy confessional, oftentimes when he is tired and feeling ill. Again 
he often has to fast till noon so the people can assist at Holy Mass on 
Sundays and holy days. The priest must give up many of the pleasures 
that other people can enjoy. He must be kind and patient even when 
things are very trying. Surely, we owe him gratitude and appreciation. 
We will never fully realize how much we owe our priests until we get 
to heaven, but at least we ought to try to show our gratitude as much 
as we can. To help you to do this, we are going to tell you this month 
about a very special practice called the “Priests’ Saturday.” 

You can almost guess from the name, “Priests’ Saturday,” what 
it means. Yes, it means to set apart a certain day each month to 
help priests by prayer and sacrifice. The special day to be devoted 
to this intention is the Saturday following the first Friday of the month, 
or the first Thursday, if it cannot be kept on Saturday. A plenary in- 
dulgence may be gained on either of these days, if besides receiving the 
sacraments you make a visit to the church and pray for the intentions 
of the Holy Father. If you cannot keep “Priests’ Saturday” on either 
of these days, you may choose another day, but then you can gain only 
an indulgence of seven years. Those who keep “Priests’ Saturday” 
offer everything on that day for the benefit of priests:— Holy Mass, 
Holy Communion, prayers, work, sufferings, joys, sorrows, sickness, 
sacrifices, — all that happens during the day. The offering is made 
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Mother of Jesus and of 
priests. Some like to make the offering the evening before when they 
say their night prayers and then renew it briefly the next morning. A 
suitable prayer to make this offering is the following: — 

Dear Jesus, I will offer You through the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, my heavenly Mother, this whole Saturday for priests — for the 
Holy Father, the bishops, all the priests and missionaries of the whole 
world, and for all those who will one day become priests. I will assist 
at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion for priests. I will make 
little sacrifices for them, and pray for them. All that happens on this 
day, all that I may do or suffer, I give You for Your priests that they 
may become holy and help to save souls for You. Dear Jesus, bless 
Your priests and accept my prayers for them in gratitude for all the 
graces You have given me through them, and grant eternal rest to the 
priests suffering in purgatory. Amen. 


The Priests’ Saturday was blessed and approved by Pope Pius XI 
on November 21, 1934. The Holy Father was greatly pleased when 
the plan for the Priests’ Saturday was explained to him. Some years 
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before he had already spoken these beautiful words: “God in heaven 
and I on earth desire nothing more ardently than prayer and sacrifice 
for priests. Let us beg God that He may give us holy priests! If 
we have this, all else will follow; but if this be wanting, all else will 
avail nothing.” The Holy Father speaks in the name of Jesus, and he 
tells us how pleasing Priests’ Saturday is to Our Lord. So we hope 
all our Little Lovers will begin on the first Saturday of November 
to make the Priests’ Saturday, and keep it up throughout the year; and 
not only this year, but all the years of your life. 

This month the first Saturday happens to be also All Souls’ Day. 
In addition, the first Saturday is also the day on which we should es- 
pecially honor the Immaculate Heart of Mary. What a lot of intentions 
to crowd into one day! But it will be very simple if you place them 
all in the Sacred Heart of Jesus and ask Him to take care of them. 
Just say to Him: “Dear Jesus, I want to do all I can today to honor 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, to obtain graces for priests, and to help 
the poor souls in purgatory, especially the souls of priests. Please 
accept all my good works for these intentions and apply them as it 
pleases Thee.” 

Another time we will tell you about a dear little crippled girl who 
earned the title of the “Little Guardian Angel of Priests’ Saturday.” 

There is another thought we want to give you this month. It is 
the thought of what it means to be a saint. You know that on November 
1, the Church keeps the feast of All Saints. Some day that feast will 
also be your feast — for you must become a saint to enter heaven. 
All the souls in heaven are saints, even though we do not know the 
names of most of them. But the saints did not become saints only on 
entering heaven. No, they became saints while they were on earth 
by loving God and doing what He asked of them. Some of the saints 
were at one time great sinners, but later they were sorry for their sins 
and did penance for them. Perhaps before they could enter heaven 
some of them had to be purified from some stains of sin in purgatory. 
But even so they were holy when they died because they were in the 
state of sanctifying grace. 

A saint, then, is simply a person who loves God and shows his love 
by keeping God’s commandments, for Jesus says, “If you love Me, you 
will keep My commandments.” God measures holiness by love. This 
is the important thing to remember. So if we want to be great saints, 
we must try to love God very much. If we do this, we will go to heaven 
after our death and become members of God’s great family of saints. 

November is also the month of the holy souls in purgatory, and 
the Church wants us to remember them in a special way each day during 
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this month. Would it not be very easy to take your rosary and say on 
each bead the little ejaculation given this month for the poor souls? 
The indulgence attached to this little prayer will be a great help 
for the poor souls, and they in return will pray for you. 

Practice: Try to do something special each day for the poor souls, 
and particularly for the souls of priests, Perhaps you can assist at 
Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion every day, or at least a few 
times a week. Other practices would be to make a little visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament, to pray a decade of the Rosary, or a few Hail 
Marys, or some other prayer; to offer some little sacrifice, étc. These 
can be counted as GOLDEN PENNIES to give joy to the Sacred Heart 
and to help purchase the ransom of poor souls from the prison of 
purgatory. If you want to you can cut out a lot of “pennies” from 
yellow paper, and each time you offer a “Golden Penny,” place one of 
these paper pennies in a treasure box for the poor souls. It will be 
interesting at the end of the month to see how many you have offered 
for the poor souls. To make it still more interesting, you could have 
a little contest with your brothers and sisters, or with some other 
children, to see who can offer the most Golden Pennies. 

Aspiration: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant them eternal rest. 

(300 days’ indulgence) 





Do Not Forget the Destitute of Europe! 


LTHOUGH the people of our own country are enduring many 
hardships and privations with regard to food, clothing, and 
housing conditions as a result of the war, in most cases there 

has not been actual suffering. But the war-victims of Europe continue 
to suffer acutely for want of food, clothing, shelter, medicines — in 
short, for all necessities of life — and their sufferings will increase with 
the approach of winter. Many have already died as a result, and thou- 
sands more will die if help is not given them. 

Urgent and pathetic appeals continue to come to us from many 
quarters, especially from religious communities. Alms sent us to aid 
in the great charitable work of bringing them relief will be devoted to 
the assistance of the most needy. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Assist the Souls in Purgatory — A practical booklet which 
gives a brief explanation of 
the doctrine of purgatory, the nature of the sufferings endured there, and 
the means and advantages of assisting the souls detained therein. It also 
contains a number of beautiful prayers, 10¢ 








All Ye Who Mourn — A most consoling booklet for those 
mourning the loss of loved ones. It sets 
forth the doctrine of eternal life and reunion in the world to come, and also 
instructs the reader how to show practical charity for the dear departed. It 
contains the English text for the Requiem Mass for the day of burial and 
anniversary, the absolution and burial service. 10¢ 








Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — An explanation 
of the great value 
of ejaculatory prayers, the efficacy of indulgences, and the manner of gaining 
them, together with an excellent collection of classified indulgenced prayers 
and aspirations. These prayers are an excellent way to assist the poor souls 
and gain merit for oneself. 10¢ 








My Daily Companion at Mass — A handy booklet to slip 
in purse or pocket for use 
at daily Mass. Contains the Ordinary of the Mass with appropriate prayers 
inserted for the Proper parts. Parts printed in Latin make it suitable for 
use in a Dialogue Mass. Also contains daily prayers, confession and Com- 
munion devotions. 10¢ 








Conformity to the Will of God - A most consoling book- 
let for both Catholics and 
non-Catholics. It treats of Divine Providence directing all things for our 
greatest good, and explains how we ought to conform ourselves to the Divine 
Will in all the exigencies of life. 10¢ 





The Way of the Cross — A powerful and at the same time 
an easy means of helping the poor 
souls is to make the Stations of the Cross for them. This booklet contains 
a popular method of praying the Stations, with 15 illustrations, and other 
prayers in honor of the Passion. 10¢ 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Devotional and Edifying 
Booklets 


St. Gertrude the Great (Feast Nov. |7) An edifying 


PPP PPP LLLP LPL OLD LD SDSS D SSO SOSSSOM 2nd interest- 
ing sketch of the life of this great saint, with some of the marvel- 
ous favors accorded to her by the Sacred Heart. A booklet that is 
especially appreciated by religious and lay persons eager to grow 
daily in the love of God. 10¢ 


Life of Sister M. Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. -—— An inspir- 
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of the heroic life of charity, self-sacrifice and prayer led by a 
humble lay-Sister of the Order of St. Benedict, who died in Veroli, 
Italy, on November 20, 1922. Her sanctity has been attested by 
marvelous favors, and progress is being made in her cause for 
beatification. 218 pages, with 9 illustrations. Price, 30¢ 


Boy Heroes Brief sketches of the lives of two saintly 
—<------—=— boys of the twentieth century Tonio Mar- 
tinez and Andrew de Thaye. These boys have left behind them a 
golden memory of heroic deeds done for love of God, which will 
inspire and instruct both young and old how to run the way of 
this life with giant steps so as to reach the goal of perfection. 10¢ 


Magnificence of the Love of God and the Efficacy of 
Perfect Contrition — Explains the great value of acts of love 
wooo cece and of perfect contrition, the various motives 
by which they are prompted, and encourages their frequent prac- 
tice. Several pages of selected prayers. 10¢ 








Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of 
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the Blessed Virgin Mary — Contains a novena or triduum for 
orc crc corr crccrerorere= forty of Our Lady’s feasts, including 
many not celebrated by the universal Church. Bring the spirit 
of the liturgy into your life by ising this booklet this month for 
the feasts of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple, Nov. 21; 
Mother of Divine Providence, Nov. 16; Our Lady of the Miracu- 
lous Medal, Nov. 27. This booklet also contains an excellent ex- 
planation of De Montfort’s “True Devotion to Mary,”’ and many 
beautiful indulgenced prayers. 128 pages. 15¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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